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                                   HOW DO YOU DESIGN A PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING CURRICULUM?
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CHOOSE A RELEVANT
PROBLEM OF WORTH

�����Draw ideas fromDraw ideas fromDraw ideas fromDraw ideas fromDraw ideas from

Current events

A topic, theme, or
central issue from
your curriculum

Students’ interst
and learning
charactertistics.

Informed intuition.

      DEVELOP THE
      PBL LEARNING
      ADVENTURE

          �����DecideDecideDecideDecideDecide

       Student’s role

  �  �  �  �  �DetermineDetermineDetermineDetermineDetermine

         Outcomes

           Problem
         terraine

  �  �  �  �  �DevelopDevelopDevelopDevelopDevelop

          Problem
          documents

              Problem
           Statement

             Performance
         Assessment

   BUILD THE
 TEACHING AND
     LEARNING
    TEMPLATE

����� DefineDefineDefineDefineDefine

  Teaching and
   learning
    events

   Appropriate
   embedded
   instruction

   Periodic
   embedded
   assessments

   Time frame for
   PBL unit

    Problem flow

           COACH
          CRITICAL
   TEACHING AND
 LEARNING EVENTS

     �����MeetMeetMeetMeetMeet the
     problem

 � � � � �Identify*Identify*Identify*Identify*Identify*
     What we know
     What we need
      to know
      Our ideas

  �  �  �  �  �DefineDefineDefineDefineDefine
                          the problem

 � � � � �Gather Gather Gather Gather Gather and
           share share share share share
       information

 � � � � �GenerateGenerateGenerateGenerateGenerate
     solutions

 � � � � �DetermineDetermineDetermineDetermineDetermine
     the best fit of
     solutions

     �����Present Present Present Present Present the
      solution

     �����Debrief Debrief Debrief Debrief Debrief the
          problem

     EMBED PERIODIC
   ASSESSMENTS AND
       APPROPRIATE
         INSTRUCTION

  �  �  �  �  �PeriodicPeriodicPeriodicPeriodicPeriodic
        Assessments        Assessments        Assessments        Assessments        Assessments
               Examples: problem
           statements, mind
           maps, and problem
           logs

     �  �  �  �  �AppropriateAppropriateAppropriateAppropriateAppropriate
           Instruction           Instruction           Instruction           Instruction           Instruction
                  As needed within
              the flow of the
              problem
              Examples: guest
              speakers,
              minilessons, field
              trips, & targeted
              lab experiences.

* Event is
repeated as
necessary

Problem Design Problem Implementation
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