Testimonials to the Legislature

Task to Engage Maine’s Youth

In Successful School Completion

Participant:
Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Chris and I am with the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation. I want to share a story with you. I met this young man who was removed from his home for sexual abuse. He moved around from home to home, which resulted in lost credits. He was taking a consumer math in school A, and another in school B and ended up receiving no credit. Because the young man was at risk, this pushed him to drop out at 17 years old. Based on this story and others from western Maine this is an example of a system with no plan. It resulted in a drop out, a loss of a group home, and without preparation for the school or a real job. He lost opportunities for counseling and now is receiving financial assistance. Thank you for listening.

I am willing to answer any questions. 

Participant: 
I do have one question if we approve this bill and it passes will it cost money?

Participant: 
No.

Participant: 
What is the man doing now?

Participant: 
He is trying to catch up. For every two steps forward it is one back. He is attending VR.

Participant: 
He has a job with you?

Participant: 
He is a VR client.

*********

Participant: 
Hi. Thank you very much. My name is Mariah and this is Ahhmen. We are members of the Educational and Cultural Affairs Committee. I am the visual (captionist cannot hear?) and would like to tell you my story. I moved and had six different placements in a year and a half with different schools. I now go to Thornton Academy. Today I have an A+ in Physics and wanted to move to take Algebra. I wanted to move to Algebra 1 and if I could then I would be able to move up and the school won't let me. It put my spirits down, as I want to be a regular student and have A's in other classes. 

Participant: 
What are you doing to get ahead?

Participant: 
I asked my pre-Algebra teacher if she could stay after school twice a week to tutor me. I would hire her. (Captionist cannot hear?) I don't have anyone to help me with my homework as I live in a group home. Most students who live at home get help from their parents. I get help at school and in the special education room, as there is no one to help me after school. Everyone else gets help from their parents. They keep me in a special education room because I can't get help at home. 

Participant: 
Were there days you missed?

Participant: 
I missed two weeks of school. This is my first group home. Because they could not find transportation - I was fortunate with the school (captionist cannot hear?).
My plans are I am going to finish high school and then onto college. No ifs on that.

Any questions or comments.

Participant: 
Why did the school tell you you could not switch?

Participant: 
They felt I had enough to do at home and felt it would be too much.

Participant: 
Do you have an advocate for you?

Participant: 
Do I have anyone at home?

Participant: 
Do I have someone in my life? They said it is up to the school because it is my education. Anything else? Thank you for your time.

*********

Participant: 
My name is Erin Flynn, I am here for MSCA. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to speak to you on this important issue today. My purpose is to ask for your support on the Act to implement the recommendations of the Governors Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth in a Successful School Completion. 
I want to share a story with you to illustrate the importance of this legislation. As a school counselor I work with many students and one illustration I have is of a young man I worked with who was admitted to Saint Mary's Adolescent Unit for suicide. During his treatment, while he was at the hospital each day he would work on school work the hospital education coordinator provided. Upon discharge from the hospital and on re-admittance back to school, even with the folder of information provided by the hospital and student with several weeks later, the teachers have not decided whether or not to accept the work completed. There is no law when a student is hospitalized in this manner.
To make matters worse the student, trying to turn his life around is participating in intensive outpatient therapy so he needs to leave to get treatment every day at 10:30. This forces and creates concerns about work completion. As it stands today, there is no guarantee that a plan or schoolwork will be implemented or accepted. Without a law in place it does not support our students. Unfortunately, he is just one example of many students in our state affected and disengaging by a lack of clarity and consistency among school districts. I see it many times. 
By supporting the legislation you will ensure that students receive credit for work completed. 

I want to share some data that supports this. Data from DHHS indicates that 392 students were in residential treatment centers. There have been 104 children and youth that have entered care sites as of October 2004. Another student found that over a 16 month period 84 disruptions occurred in 66% of these youth were not promoted. That was staggering. I urge you to support this bill because education disruption has a price - to this state, student and community. Students experiencing disruption have a higher drop out rate, and of those dropouts 72% are more likely to be unemployed. Your support of this bill will help Maine's Youth stay engaged in learning and earn credit toward graduation.
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to speak. Are there any questions that I can answer for you?

*********

Participant:
I would like to thank you for letting me speak. My name is Ellen and the parent of three children. My son completed high school through the "normal and traditional pathway" and two have not.  With special education services and an extra year he was able to get his diploma. My daughter dropped out of high school at 17 due to "too much anxiety" brought on by bullying and teasing. She has a mood disorder that puts her in one of the categories the legislature will address. She has since earned her GED. While it is too late for my daughter it is not too late for my youngest son, Shawn. (This is his picture).
He is an 8th grader and John is reading at a 5th grade level. He has no self-esteem, thinks he is "stupid" and has been retained once. Every day is a struggle to even go to school. In a regular classroom environment he cannot do the work. To look at him you would think he can handle anything. He is 6'4" and weighs 350 pounds and presents an imposing figure. 
School is more imposing than John's physical size. He is at risk of being retained again this year. If it does John will, and I stress will refuse to attend school. The school has told him already he will not get a diploma. 
When we talk of at risk students that this legislature will benefit, my son John is just one of the 100's of Maine students that will benefit.
If John knew he could earn credit for the work completed, if he knew that he could and would earn a high school diploma he would start to believe in himself again. 
You must vote in favor of this legislature to ensure that students such as my son have the opportunity to receive a high school diploma and enter into the world of work as collaborative, and to be a responsible and involved citizen in the community.

*********

Participant: 
Good afternoon, my name is Tom (?) and I work at Sweetser.  I would like to tell you a story and give you an example of what is happening now. I have a senior, 18 year-old, who was identified in special education after being removed from his home and placed in DHHS custody. He was placed in a private special purpose school. His last public school placement was in 9th grade. He was detained in the correctional system for a short period and now is unable to return to public school due to health issues. Public School placed this student via SPED process of a PET/IEP in a day treatment. DHHS placed the student residentially so it became an out of district placement. The location of DHHS placement of a group home is in a town with out a high school. The private high school had no appropriate program and due to private status, their interpretation is that they are not mandated to develop an appropriate program. He is still in private school. 
This student came to me with aspirations to go to the community college. He is close credit wise but has no official transcript or diploma. There is NO system in place to CONSISTENTLY and EQUITABLY address this issue! The student has complied with Education Law and has earned the right to a diploma and official transcript, as would another student enrolled in a Maine high school. 
Recently I have been able to negotiate with a private high school academy and because of my relationship with them I have been able to get them to develop a diploma. Without a consistent system in place or relationships with guidance and counselors it would not happen. He has done everything he has been required to do. Without a diploma it would narrow his aspirations.

Participant: 
I am sorry you are out of time.

Questions?
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