An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth in Successful School Completion
FACT SHEET

This legislation will implement the recommendations of the Governor’s Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth by developing a process whereby students experiencing educational disruption will have the same opportunity as all Maine students to earn an approved high school diploma.

Key Components of the Proposed Legislation

· Commitment to students: School Completion Plans for those whose education has been disrupted

· Credit for work completed: Academic materials shared or an academic programming waiver signed between sending and receiving schools/placements

· Timely access and enrollment: School records transferred within 5 school days

· State Review Team designated to address disputes

· New Diploma Option: Establishment of a Department of Education Diploma as designated by Commissioner of Education

About the Task Force

The Governor’s Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth was established by Governor John E. Baldacci in June, 2006. Task Force members represent the wide range of stakeholders affected by the issue of students experiencing educational disruption. Over 50 individuals, including youth and family members, comprise the task force.

For more information
Contact Co-Chairs Shelley Reed at shelley.reed@maine.gov or 624-6637 or Susan Lieberman at susan.lieberman@maine.gov or point your browser to: http://mainesupportnetwork.org/taskforce/
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THE PROBLEM

The magnitude of the problem of mobile children is suggested by statistics gathered as part of the 2004 U.S. Census:

· Fifteen to 18% of school-aged children changed residence from the previous year.

· Nearly 12 million children changed their place of residence from 1999 to 2000.

· Poor families move 50% to 100% more often than non-poor families.

· Five hundred thousand children attended more than three schools between first and third grade.

· Approximately 30% of children in low-income families change schools annually versus 8% of children in families well above poverty level.

· The turnover rate for students in urban schools ranged between 40% and 80% each year. 

· Frequent school changes have been correlated with lower academic achievement. (Popp, 2004).

In Maine, the magnitude of the problem is suggested by the following data:

From the Maine Department of Corrections:

· In 2005 there were 37 committals and 867 children and youth were detained

· In 2006 there were 54 committals and 925 children and youth were detained

From the Maine Department of Health and Human Services:

· 2255 children were in care and custody of the state

· 392 were in residential treatment centers

· 279 were in residential treatment in the Temporary Out of Home Treatment Program

From Maine State Housing Authority:

· On April 24, 2004 from the Point in Time Survey 633 Maine residents were homeless and of that number, 125 were children and youth
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