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An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth Regarding Successful School Completion

LD 1860 seeks to implement recommendations of the Governor’s 

Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth by developing a process whereby students experiencing educational disruption will have the same opportunity as all Maine students to earn an approved high school diploma. LD 1860 applies to students experiencing educational disruption resulting from homelessness, psychiatric hospitalization, foster care placement, and youth development center placement.

 The Governor’s Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth was established by Governor John E. Baldacci in June, 2006. Task Force members represent the wide range of stakeholders affected by the issue of students experiencing educational disruption. Over 50 individuals, including youth and family members, comprise the task force.

Key Components of the Proposed Legislation:
· Commitment to students: School Completion Plans for those whose education has been disrupted

· Credit for work completed: Academic materials shared or an academic programming waiver signed between sending and receiving schools/placements

· Timely access and enrollment: School records transferred within 5 school days

· State Review Team designated to address disputes

· New Diploma Option: Establishment of a Department of Education Diploma as designated by Commissioner of Education
The magnitude of the problem of mobile children is suggested by statistics gathered as part of the 2004 U.S. Census:

· 15 to 18% of school-aged children changed residence from the previous year.

· Nearly 12 million children changed their place of residence from 1999 to 2000.

· Poor families move 50% to 100% more often than non-poor families.

· 500,000 children attended more than three schools between first and third grade.

· Approximately 30% of children in low-income families change schools annually versus 8% of children in families well above poverty level.

· The turnover rate for students in urban schools ranged between 40% and 80%. 

· Frequent school changes have been correlated with lower academic achievement. (Popp, 2004).

In Maine, the magnitude of the problem is suggested by the following data:

From the Maine Department of Corrections:

· In 2005 there were 74 committals and 881 children and youth were detained
· In 2006 there were 94 committals and 901 children and youth were detained

From the Maine Department of Health and Human Services:

· 2255 children were in care and custody of the state

· 392 were in residential treatment centers

· 279 were in the Temporary Out of Home Treatment Program

· There have been 1048 children and youth who have entered care since October 31, 2004.  The mobility rate for these children and youth who were still in care as of November 1, 2006 is:  37.9% (399) have had 1 placement; 28.5% (300) have had 2 placements; 17% (179) have had 3 placements; and, 16.1% (170) have had 4 or more placements
From Keeping Maine’s Children Connected

·  Following 76 youth from 5 school districts over a 16 month period, 84 disruptions occurred.  66% of these youth were not promoted to the next grade (compared to a promotion rate of 97% for secondary youth in Maine)
From Maine State Housing Authority:

· On April 24, 2004 from the Point in Time Survey 633 Maine residents were homeless and of that number, 125 were children and youth.
Many Maine students are not graduating from high school with diplomas due to disruptions in their educational programs. Disruptions occur for multiple reasons and can range from a short period of a few days to multiple weeks or months. Regardless of the cause, the effect is the same: youth loose valuable instructional time; they become disengaged from school; and their social and learning connections are broken. Students in this circumstance lose hope; they lose the opportunity to earn high school credits or recognition of work; they lag behind in skill acquisition; and their school records and transcripts are incomplete or require an understanding of multiple placements to reconstruct them. LD 1860 removes barriers to students so that they will not become part of the group of students who do not complete high school thereby making 27% less than those who graduate from high school. Maine needs all students to be college, career and citizenship ready.

For these reasons the Department supports LD 1860. I would be happy to answer any questions the Committee may have, and I will also be available for work sessions on this bill.

