LD 1860 An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth Regarding Successful School Completion.

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Mariah Trimble-Smith, and I live in Saco. I am 15 years old and a freshman at Thornton Academy.  I am here today because I personally understand the importance of this legislation.   

 I have been in foster care a year and a half and have already attended 4 different schools due to placement changes.  The experience of coming into foster care was extremely scary, and then having to leave my friends and go to a new school just added to my anxiety.  When I first came into care, I ended up missing 2 weeks of school because of transportation issues.  This was really frustrating because school is very important to me, and up until coming into foster care I had perfect school attendance. The next time I moved, my records were lost. I am not sure how this happened, but I ended up having to get testing done the first few days at school to find out my academic standing.  Aside from the stress of being the “new kid” at school, I had the leave my classes to do testing. 

My situation is not unique of other youth in foster care. Youth in care often enter high school lagging behind their peers for a variety of reasons, and then fall behind in the credits they need for graduation. Interruptions in our education often result in academic skills that are below our classmates.  It’s easy for us to become frustrated and so discouraged that we end up dropping out of high school. 
That is why LD 1860 is so important.  It will help youth in care stay on track by providing partial credits and expediting the transitioning of records so that we experience as little academic disruption as possible during a placement change.  A good education is especially critical for me because I have fewer resources than other children whose families are available for support.  

My education is extremely improtatn to me.  I have been told that I have a fierce confidence and independence, and it has been up to me to stay on top of my school work.  I plan to graduate on time.  Myself and other youth in foster care need to experience success in our education before we can be expected to become self-sufficient young adults.  I see my education as the tool that can allow me to become the adult I want to be.
Please support LD 1860 and encourage your colleagues to do the same. Thank you for your time, I’d be happy to take any questions.

