STATEMENT OF G. DEAN CROCKER

ON LD 1860

“An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the 

Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth

Regarding Successful School Completion”

Sen. Bowman, Rep. Norton and Honorable Members of the Joint Standing Committee on Educational and Cultural Affairs. My Name is Dean Crocker. I am the Ombudsman for Child Welfare Services located in the Executive Department and Executive Vice President of the Maine Children's Alliance.

I am here in support of LD 1860 “An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth

Regarding Successful School Completion”. As the Ombudsman I have had many cases involving state wards who did not complete high school. This bill addresses a serious problem for youth hoping to successfully transition to adulthood.
I have worked with the Departments of Education and Health and Human Services for several years to improve the chance of successful transition to adulthood for youth in DHHS custody. Completion of their educational program and the receipt of a diploma are critical to success as adults.
You can find my recommendations on improving transition in my Ombudsman Annual Reports. You received a copy as legislators. You can also go to our website (www.mekids.org) and click on Ombudsman and find all four annual reports. I began in 2003 to highlight successful transition in my first Ombudsman report.

I hope you will give LD 1860 your unanimous report. 

