Legislative Work Group Session

December 7, 2006 Meeting
Presentations by work groups on ad campaigns:
Bumper Sticker:    
Protecting Our Greatest Resource:  Maine’s Youth

School Completion Advocates Do IT In Whatever School Program It Takes Within 5 Days!

SCP:  Is It For Me?  www.scp.org
Credit for Work Makes Sense

Youth Quote:  

“I moved from one school to the next, and somehow during my transfer my freshman year transcripts were lost.  Maine’s youth may finally have a chance to a get a diploma and broaden their future.”
“I lost a year of my life… (real life example)”
Other Quotes: 

“Credit for accomplishments follows the student regardless of where and how long”
“Credits – let’s put learning first”
“Lets level the playing field for students experienced educational disruption”
Need some from Parents/guardians

Need some from key stakeholders (principals, teachers, counselors, youth advocates)

“I’ve had a child in my class for 3 months and I still don’t have records or grades from the old school”

Youth Poem

I sit alone

With no one else

And try to get things done

But I lie defeated

Tears streaming down

As I think of how they won

Trying to graduate

Trying to please them

Becomes this obsession I can’t achieve

I’m losing this race

Failing the books

Losing sight of the real me

I’m a disappointment

I have to graduate

But every corner turned

Is another person that will hate

They say I’m not worth anything

Say I’ll never make it through

But if I’m going to do it

I’ll need help from you
Headline:  
A New Solution for an Old Problem…Maine State Diploma

Maine legislation recently removed several dams on the Maine rivers to protect a natural resource.  The Maine state diploma similarly removes barriers for Maine’s greatest resource, Maine youth who experience educational disruption, by building bridges between systems

New Legislation proposed by a Governors Task Force



Number of youth impacted

The True Measure of a Society is How We Treat our Most Vulnerable”  Support Chapter 310

Why:
(include the statistics)



Decrease drop out rates



Lack of consistency/coordination



Big Picture


This is Good for Maine!



Economy, education work force



Lets not over look this population

Have Key Groups endorse this (MEA, MPA)



Make sure legislation is reviewed by them

Credits:  The Real Disruption

Poster/PSA/Theatre Ad
Do you know a High School student whose schooling has been disrupted by:


Hospitalization


A Foster Care Shuffle


Homelessness


Frequent Family Relocation


Or Correctional Commitment

They can get their High School Diploma With a School Completion Plan

Call 1-866-CALL-SCP to Learn More

Power Point Ad 
Action Plan, small group work discussed in large legislative group
FOR ALL AREAS

Develop a key message by the whole group a.s.a.p. with use of the this morning’s small group presentation

Engaging Youth and Families
Organizing youth and parents and getting their stories are of paramount importance and must be done a.s.a.p.

Outreach to youth who are affected and develop a core group of youth a.s.a.p. and have them attend meetings with legislators, provide testimony before legislative hearings and written stories (affidavit) etc.  They should be the voice of this bill.  Issues will include transportation, preparation for the testimony. Who: Nancy, Paul, Tom, Legislative Committee group members, Committee on Transition Youth Leadership Group,  12/19 meeting with COT group that has access to the Leadership Group (Chris), Mandi, Joe – coordinated by COT and MTN (Maine Transition Network). 
Joe McDerny is the who – talk to both campuses of the Real School at morning meeting presentation by 12/13.  Must be sure to have consent to share stories unless they are anonymous.

BLUNT Radio – Joe will ask if we can get show –need to be a guest speaker, to be done in December.

Maine Youth Action Network (kids who are in school) – they are involved in every h.s. in the state and we can see if they will be supporters – Nancy can contact them, December

Outreach to Community Colleges (Fitzsimmons?) for support.  Community colleges are one of Governor’s shining stars, Ed Committee is proud of the Community College system – potential for link between obtaining hs diploma and future enrollment at the community college  – December/January, Shelley to contact

Find out when next Legislative Youth Advisory Council   - a.s.a.p.

Transportation arrangements
Engaging Legislators and Policy Makers

Find legislator champion, identified by large group members, by mid-Jan., person with closest connection to legislature

Identify a sponsor:  Ed Committee, Chair, someone with a kid that may have had a disruption, do it a.s.a.p., task force members should work to identify an appropriate sponsor and Nancy C.  Need to get sponsors on board now, because they will be playing catch-up as this goes through DOE and the Governor, and many of them are freshman,  Is there an 18 year old in the Maine Legislature? If so, would be worthwhile to approach him because would have just finished high school.

Two legislatures on this committee who have not attended:  Boyd Marley, other one was not re-elected

Create an information packet for stakeholder groups, developed by a subgroup of the task force, a.s.a.p.

Keeping Maine Kids Connected – meeting with Governor’s wife (Karen Baldacci) on Thursday, 12/14, members of both groups, Susan and Shelley
Engaging Our Constituencies

Presentation to MADSEC Exec Bd, MACECD, MEA and Maine Educational Advocacy Alliance, JJAG, TDAE, Policy Review Committee, Project Impact and request their endorsement of the legislation
{Maine Educational Advocacy Alliance: LDA, DRC, COT, MPF, ASM, Center for Community Inclusion,  to be done in Jan by task force members affiliated with each group}
Key messages, use presentations, a.s.a.p. by task group members

Engaging Task Force and Group Members

Go through task force membership list to make sure that different players are identified (i.e.,mental health field, hospitals, Dept of Corrections, etc) by task force facilitators before the next task force meeting

Present legislative draft to solicit and support and call legislators – by group supervision at Sweetser, and with Real School staff

Get final draft to task force and key members by email/mail a.s.a.p. for distribution to key groups for their support by Shelley or her designee

Organize, prepare, arrange for transportation for youth and parent speakers

Engaging the Community 

KMCC – discussion in Dec. by meetings of task force groups
Have kids speak by sharing their stories a.s.a.p.

Media and op-ed pieces and approach editorial boards timed to bill presentation by members of the task force (Portland editorial board by Nancy and Mandi)
Communities for Children connection by Barry in December
Coordination between policy and legislative groups


Meeting minutes will be distributed to all prior to next meeting

Opening meeting sessions with both groups together for update of what each 


group is doing

Listserve communication by individual members who have completed task they 


are responsible for on the action plan

