Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth

Riverview, Augusta

October 5, 2006

9:30 – 3:30

By June 30, 2007 we will have:

    * Passed legislation addressing the need for statutory language awarding credit and competency of standards for students experiencing disruption in their education and/or receiving instruction in non-traditional settings.

    * Developed a plan for implementation of statewide policy and legislation that ensures that students experiencing disruption in their educational program receive credits or competency of standards that meet Maine state graduation requirements based on demonstrated skill acquisition.

    * Developed an implementation plan for an interdepartmental agreement, action plan, and/or policy that ensure youth experiencing disruption in their educational program receive the education, credentials and experience needed for successful engagement in school and/or work.

    * Recommended a system to track the implementation of the legislation and policies and its effect on youth. 


Place-holder language for legislation

Title: An Act to Engage Maine’s Youth in Successful School Completion

It will be submitted to the Governor’s Office September 1 with a list of other bill titles from the Department of Education. The title we are proposing is” An Act to Engage Maine’s Youth in Successful School Completion” as you suggested.   WE have indicated that it could be either a Dept bill or a Gov’s Bill depending in part on the recommendation of the Task Force.  Next step will be to submit a draft concept to the Gov’s Office by October 2nd and if included after review on October 23rd, a final draft bill to the Gov’s Office by November 16th. 
Purpose: To implement recommendations of the Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth. To provide statutory language to create a system for awarding credits and competency of standards that meet the Maine state graduation requirements for students who have experienced educational disruption or received instruction in nontraditional educational settings.

Outcomes for October 5th

Continue to:

· learn from the experts

· gain clarity and direction in the work of the task force

· Be energized and committed to the challenge of addressing these issues. 

· Gain awareness of initiatives that can influence and support the work of the task force

Opening

Information Gathering

· Diplomas and Graduation Requirements: Susan Johnson

· Youth Transitions Committee:  Craig Larabee
    Up-dates: Susan Lieberman and Shelley Reed

    Small Group Work

· Legislative Group: Will write legislation and do everything that is necessary to insure that legislation is passed. Also this group will identify a plan for implementing the legislation.

· Strategy Group: Will develop strategies, policies and possibly legislation that will ensure that all youth are engaged in learning, community and work. This group is focusing on the larger picture of ensuring that students who experience disruption due to health or legal issues, foster care placement and so forth remain engaged in their schools, communities, and work.  We are charged with developing strategies, policies, and possibly legislation to ensure that agencies, schools, and community resources are integrated and systematically support youth to be engaged members of their communities.  

Lunch (11:45)

    Fishbowl:  Student Perspectives

    Small Group Work continued

    Large Group Reconnect, report, evaluate

    Closing
