One thing I’m leaving with…..
· The realization that, when organized, this is a group that can accomplish much.

· The conviction that we need a circuit breaker legislative filter, when the system/policy is not working in a given circumstance. Ask: 1) Building connections or barriers/Get them in or keep them out? 2) What is in the best interest of this child?

· Is knowing that something is going to be done about the problems with the current credits/transitions rules.

· Feeling more connected

· Common experience and hope among participants
· The promise of positive work on a much needed piece of life for all youth.

· Hopefully that this will not be an exercise in “chasing our Tails.” So many times when I have been involved with groups like this *”It” has ended up on a shelf gathering dust. *it: the work done.

· A great appreciation for the support networks facilitation and hope we will get this done!
· A feeling that the Group is committed and ready to initiate change.  We can make a difference if we tackle the rough issues.

· There is so much dedication and caring. This group can do this work.

· A real sense of what the task force is charged with. A real opportunity to get youth involved not just for their feedback but they will have an opportunity to be involved in the actual work of the group.  Very knowledgeable/committed group to youth.

· Sense of Urgency

· A clearer idea of where we are going

· A feeling of being encouraged – Can we actually change the culture?

· Sense of committed group and urgency around a common cause.

· A renewed commitment to a State where all youth attain educational success.

· Maine’s youth need help to become educated and successful.

· There’s a lot of good energy in this room – can we keep it focused to see positive changes for kids?

· Observed a common interest and commitment to Maine youth

· Hope that we can create leg. That protects and validated student achievement to earn diploma/transition (?) in different ways

· Awareness to tame in to language possibly appropriate (?) engage youth with credits to diploma.

· Other’s stories, and that there are a lot more problems than I though although I thought that was not possible.

· An appreciation for the complexity of the problem.

· Is that this is a group of movers and shakers! I think we will accomplish a lot.  Acting as a collective voice for Maine’s youth.

· Awareness of variety of factors that impact students’ opportunity to complete school successfully - & commonality of concerns.

· Energized by the number of people who are genuinely committed to the task force issues.

· A sense of hope that we can help more kids get a diploma.

· Children need a hand up not a hand out.

· The knowledge of knowing that kids are going to be helped with their needs.

