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Overview

Mission:  

To promote success for all youth by engaging school age youth and their families in educational and/or vocational programming.

Identified Problem:

There is not a consistent approach to transferring or awarding credit or competency of standards to students who receive instruction in non-traditional educational settings and/or who experience disruption in their educational programs.   This can result in students dropping out and not achieving a diploma.   

There is an increase of youth, ages 16 to 19, who are not in school or working.

Charge of Task Force:

· Draft legislation by December 1, 2006 addressing the need for statutory language awarding credit and competency of standards for students experiencing disruption in their education.

· A plan for implementation of statewide policy and legislation that ensures that students experiencing disruption in their educational program receive credits or competency of standards that meet Maine state graduation requirements based on demonstrated skill acquisition by July 1, 2007. 
Target Population:

· Youth who experience high mobility 

· Youth in psychiatric facility placements 

· Youth in correctional facility placements

· Youth in foster care placements

· Youth attending special purpose schools

· Youth attending alternative education programs

· Youth who are not in school or working

Some of these targeted youth may also be receiving special education or 504 services.  

Task Force Membership

The members of this task force will include youth and families as well as representation from the diverse groups and organizations that are involved with this critical issue.  Member names will be submitted to the Commissioner of Education and then formally appointed by the Governor for a period of 1 year.  

Chairs:  Shelley Reed, Dept of Education


 Susan Lieberman, Keeping Maine’s Children Connected

Task Force Task Timeline

1. Names submitted to Commissioner of Education by July 19th

2. Governor appoints task force members by July 26th

3. First meeting of Task Force to Engage Maine’s Youth is Monday, August 7th

4. Task Force will meet monthly for 6 months to a year to develop plan

5. Legislation will be drafted and submitted

6. The task will make recommendations regarding a collaborative plan identifying strategies to engage Maine’s youth into school and work by June 30, 2007

7. The task force will report its findings to the Governor and Commissioners
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